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New House of Literature on Crete

If local support is any indication, the new House of Literature in the Cretan

village of Krasi has begun life under a lucky star. When Malia Municipality

and the Athens-based European Translation Center (EKEMEL) embarked on the joint project in spring this year, local people were eager to make furniture and provide soft furnishings for the refurbished stone-built school that has

become Greece’s second House of Literature. The first was founded by

EKEMEL and Paros Municipality in Lefkes in 2003. “The locals have embraced the project,” EKEMEL director Helene Zervas told Athens Plus. Together with EKEMEL president Thomas Skassis and Malia Mayor Costas

Lagoudakis, she had officially opened the House of Literature on October 17, where she witnessed the enthusiasm of the village for its latest cultural acquisition. Situated at an altitude of 600 meters in the foothills of Mount Selena, Krasi lies 9 kilometers from Malia, the seat of the municipality, and has just 180 inhabitants. The birthplace of the Alexiou family, whose summer guests last century included noted writers such as Nikos Kazantzakis and Costas Varnalis, it has a strong literary tradition. Since 2000, the municipality has held an annual two-day conference, Krasanos Kyklos, for writers, musicians and theater people. Like its counterpart in Lefkes, the Krasi House of Literature will host writers and translators from around the world, and organize seminars and other events in conjunction with Greek and foreign universities and cultural foundations, as well as translation seminars for

local pupils and writers’ visits to schools. It’s a promising beginning to a

worthwhile project.
